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The Organization

1) Established in 1992, the Gwich’in Tribal 
Council (GTC) is an Indigenous 
organization that represents and defends 
the inherent and Treaty rights of all 
Gwich’in under the GCLCA. 

2) The governance model of the GTC consists 
of a Board of Directors (BOD - 10 
members) that governs the corporation in 
implementing the direction provided to it 
by the Annual General Assembly (AGA). 

3) The last General Election was held on 
September 3rd, 2020. 



Gwich’in Private Lands

• The Gwich’in own approximately 22,330 
square kilometres of land in the Northwest 

Territories, and 1,554 square kilometres in 

the Yukon. 

• This includes subsurface (mineral) rights to 

6,158 square kilometres of land in the 

Northwest Territories.



Gwich’in Lands and Resources -

GLR

At GLR we are dedicated to:

• Protecting and preserving the rights, interests and 
benefits of the Gwich’in

• Overseeing the use, ownership and management of 
lands, waters and resources

• Ensuring the lands and resources are taken care of 
for future generations

In carrying out its responsibilities, GLR collaborates with Gwich’in community Renewable Resources Councils 

(RRCs) Designated Gwich’in Organizations (DGOs), Gwich’in Renewable Resources Board (GRRB), Gwich’in Land 

Use Planning Board (GLUPB) and Gwich’in Land and Water Board(GLWB).



2021 AGA Resolution



2022 Gwich’in 

Gathering 

• Gwich’in Niintsyaa 2022 Resolution 
to Protect the Birthplace and Nursery 
Grounds of the Porcupine Caribou 
Herd (unanimously passed by the 
Gathering on July 19, 2022). 

• As a further commitment to this 
resolution and in accordance with 
GTC’s AGA resolution 5, GTC in 
partnership with the Tetlit Gwich’in 
Council plan to host the 2023 Caribou 
Summit. 



Caribou Summit 

When: January 17-19th, 2022

Where:  Tetlit Zheh - Fort McPherson

Who: Tetlit DGO and GTC hosting 





Caribou Summit 
Objectives

1) A forum for stakeholders to 
discuss past, present and future 
issues impacting the Vadzaih 
(Caribou);

2) A platform to identify priorities 
for action to protect and preserve 
the Vadzaih (Caribou); and

3) A unique opportunity for Nations 
to come together and celebrate 
this critical resource. 



Caribou Summit 

Re-Cap Day 1
January 17, 2023

The Caribou Summit was led by a panel of Elders from the

Gwich’in Settlement Area and Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation.

This panel of knowledge holders set the tone and direction of

The summit. Here they provided their wisdom and knowledge of 

Vadzaih. The themes were:

• Climate change/Weather events

I. CC is affecting the Caribou, We see more willows

II. The land is precious, and we need to protect it!

III. Harvesting practices of Vadzaih

IV. Concerns with the use of Snowmobiles & 4 Wheelers

V. Harvesting is not being respected, guts and blood left

on the land

• Learning from Elders across all Gwich’in Territories

I. Summits are great venues to transfer knowledge

II. Never too old to learn, even Elders are learning

new things



Young hunters 

learning spiritual 

teachings from 

(insert name)

& 

Getting first hand 

on lessons from 

(insert name)



Caribou Summit 

Re-Cap Day 2
January 18, 2023

The summit on the second day began with a group of delegates

from Vuntut Gwitchin (YK), Gwich’in Settlement Area, Inuvialuit 

Game Council (NWT) and Neets’saii Gwich’in (Alaska, USA). The

Panel spoke about Vadzaih in their regions, what they are seeing, 

hearing, and stories from their communities.

Themes:

• Highway hunting

I. Example of hunting along highway in Alaska

II. ATV and snowmobile are scarring the land along 

Dempster highway

• Hunting practices

I. Continuing harvest studies, provide info to RRC’s

II. Monitoring of hunting was very successful on the 

Dempster highway

I. More effective communication between communities,

and nations



Youth demonstrating 

Caribou head skinning to 

the CBC camera operator

While (insert name) 

teaches on lookers how 

to butcher Caribou meat



Caribou Summit 

Re-Cap Day 3
January 19, 2023

The final day of the Caribou Summit saw a panel of leaders from

The Inuvialuit and all Gwich’in communities from the GSA, Yukon, 

and Alaska. The community attendees had the opportunity to

put forward questions, concerns and suggestions about how to 

implement any changes regarding Vadzaih.

Themes:

• Teachings

I. New generation needs to be trained of all affairs

II. Youth are eager to learn the traditional ways

III. International Concerns of Vadzaih

IV. Send another Gwich’in delegation to Washington DC

V. Educate the Americans about the Vadzaih

• Monitoring/Regulations

I. Regulation of sport hunting/outfitters/hunting tourists

II. Monitoring hunting along Dempster highway successful



Muskox!
People selling

Caribou

Disobeying 

Traditional 

LawsOvergrowth of 

willows

Have a youth 

Caribou 

summit on the 

land

Keep the 

summit going

Let the 

leader pass. 

Listen to 

Elders

Lets teach 

how to 

prepare 

and cook 

it

Commit to 

educating 

our youth 

on best 

practices

Stop Sport 

Hunting

Do not use 

SKIDOOS –

Walk for 

Vadzaih

Be accountable, 

Individual 

responsibility
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